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Corps workshop 
to review NFSS 
Building 401 

demolition plans 
by Tenyhry. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
reminds area residents it will be hast- 
ing an informational workshop on the 
Lake Ontario Ordinance Works and 
Niagara Falls Storage Site, Wednes- 
day, Sept 16, at the Lewiston Senior 
Center, beginning at 6 p.m. 

Open to the public, expected to be 
discussed at the planned threehour 
session will be recent environmental 
surveillance data gleaned at NFSS, 
including testing results on 91 wells 
at the site and external gamma ra- 
diation dose rates from testing at 22 
monitoring locations from the first 
half of 2009. The data is accessible 
online at www.lrb.usace.army.mil/ 
fusrap/nfss/index.htrn#EnvSurv. 

Also to be detailed will be scop 
ing information on the proposed de- 
molition of the highly deteriorated 
Building 401 at NFSS, a document 
rele'ased just this week. 

Easily recognized to passersby 
on .the Pletcher Road side of NFSS, 
Building 401 is a massive, steel- 
framed, 100,000-squarefoot, mdti- 
story structure with cement silos 
in front that has seen a number of 
useaover its Wplus years. It initially 
served as a steamenergy generat- 
'hg plant for TNT manufacturing in 
the early days of the LOOW during 
World War 11, then as a storage facii- 
ity of radioactive materials associ- 
ated with the Manhattan Project to- 1 
ward the development of the atomic 
bombs dropped over Japan, then as a 
production facility for boron-10, and 
later as a waste storage facility for 
the Atomic Energy Commission and r 

the U.S. Department of Energy. 
Idle since 1971 when it was gutted 

and stripped of equipment, the shut- 
tered Building 401 today is regarded 
as a highly radioactive contaminated 
structure in the eyes of the Corps, ; current government overseers of 
NFSS. i 

This writer had an opportunity for . a rare inside glimpse inside the struc- ' 

ture in 2003, and found numerous 
containers alongside interior walls , 

bearing radioactive waste labels, gap 
ing holes in ceilings and floors, and 
wildlife rampant throughout "It's 
not a building you want open to the 
public," commented Dennis Rimmer, 
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NFSS site superintendent for the 
Corps during the 2003 visit. 'The 
building today is very dangerous. 
I would not want to take you in 
there." 

The Corps maintains that 
StanCeetoday, commenting iin E 
scoping document, "The demoli- 
tion of Building 410 will remove 
a severely deteriorated struc- 
ture and associated solid and 
hazardous wastes . . . and permit 
further remediation of potential 
radiologically-contaminated ma- 
terials which may be present be- 

low the building." 
The Corps continued that it felt 

the hazardous condition of Build- 
ing 410 limited "feasible alterna- 
tives to complete demolition" and 
that any stabilization was deemed 
''cost prohibitive" as was any tom- 

e remediation of the structure 

.- 

410 and removal of contaminated 
materials, follow-up plans would 
address remediation of contami- 
nated sumps and drains and the 
building's concrete slab. 

These details, and more with re- 
gards to the structure's condition 
and need for demolition, plus an- 
ticipated environmental impacts 
from the Building 410 demolition, 
are expected to be discussed at 
the Wednesday workshop. In- 
cluded would be the impacts on a 
number of federal environmental 
statutes, including the National 
Environmental Policy Act, Clean 
-- 

Air and Clean Water acts, En- 
dangered Species Act, Migratory 
Bird Acts, and impacts on federal 
resource conservation and re- 
covery, toxic substance controls, 
emergency planning/right to 
know and historical preservation 
issues associated with the LOOW 
site. 

Also expected to be covered at 
the session will be updates on the 
status of the Corps NFSS Reme- 
dial Investigative Report adden- 
dum, plus preliminary findings 
from radioactive sampling on por- 
tions of LOOW underground utili- 

- 

ties in the area. 
Corps technicians will bc 

hand for questions, informat 
materials will be available, a 
roundtable discussion is pla 
on the above topics. "Hope tc 
you next Wednesday," statec 
leen Kreusch, of the Corps 
reach Program. 

For further information 01 

scoping document, view it o 
at www.lrb.usace.army.miI 
rap/nfss/index/htm#Docurr 
or contact William E. Butle 
Corps Environmental speci 
at 8794268. 
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